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Thursday 23 October 2025 at 10 pm Xing presents at Raum, Bologna, The Telescopic Aulos of Atlas, a sound 

performance by musician and sound artist Lukas De Clerck. 
 

The Telescopic Aulos of Atlas revolves around Lukas De Clerck's artistic practice centered around the Aulos, an 

ancient Greco-Roman double wind instrument, double-reeded double pipe, that got extinct more than a millennium ago, 

and his archaeo-musicological project of reviving it. After several years of delving deep in the practice of Aulos reed 

making and playing replicas of ancient instruments, he opened up his inevitably auto-didact artistic output. While 

classicists and luthiers have often been interested in preserving it as a historical relic or creating exact replicas, De 

Clerck focused on designing a living instrument, free from traditional expectations of how it should look, sound, or be 

played. Following the desire to strip the instrument from its enigmatic past, he created a new, contemporary Aulos: The 

Telescopic Aulos. In its time, the instrument was often characterized as the dark, Dionysian foil to Apollo’s sweet, 

harmonic lyre. Its microtonality and rough timbre were out of place in an era that ascribed the highest aesthetic value 
to mathematical perfection; accordingly, Horace derided the instrument as vulgar and impetuous, while Pratinas said it 

was fit to accompany “only door-to-door carousels and the brawling of drunken young men.” Today, this self-designed 

instrument enables De Clerck to narrow down his research on the sound qualities of the instrument in which micro-

tonality, psycho-acoustics and sound texture are central elements. Together with his phenomenological view on the 

instrument, his research has made him a unique voice in the revival of the instrument, introducing the instrument into 

different fields of music. 

 

Lukas De Clerck is a musician and sound artist based in Brussels. De Clerck is best known for his self-designed 

instrument, the Telescopic Aulos, a new contemporary aulos. His approach is driven by playful curiosity with a strong 
interest in the process of transformation. Instead of conserving what is found, he invents what is not. A process that 

aims to be as radical, as it is careful. De Clerck has performed at European festivals including Rewire (NL), Sonic Acts 

(NL), BRDCST (BE), Meakusma (BE), Sonic Protest (FR), Archipel Festival (CH), and UH Fest (HU). He was part of the 

international platform SHAPE 2024. His first solo LP has been released by Ideologic Organ (2024). 

lukasdeclerck.com 

 

Partners: Regione Emilia-Romagna, Comune di Bologna. Media Partners: Edizioni Zero, ATPdiary, NEU Radio. 
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