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Thursday 4 December 2025 from 6 pm to 11 pm Xing presents RELAY, a durational performance by the 
choreographer Ula Sickle. The event is a new Hole located in the Salone Banca di Bologna at Palazzo de’ Toschi. 

 

In RELAY, durational performance by Ula Sickle, a black flag floats in continuous motion, and it is kept in motion by 

several performers for five hours on end. Its movement and the flapping of the fabric become both choreography and 

sound. Presented as a single continuous action, RELAY draws its inspiration from the many protests taking place around 

the globe, and in particular from the mass marches in Poland in defense of women’s rights called “Czarny Protest” (Black 

Protest). The black flag cannot be linked to one particular battle and hence defies easy interpretation. The group of 

diverse performers that the choreographer assembled relay one another in a test of endurance. Their movements pass 

back and forth between inertia and hope, resistance and powerlessness. They each individually take on the responsibility 

to keep the flag moving, but it is the collective effort required that makes RELAY a work with such symbolic value. How 
is resistance still possible in a system that has managed to incorporate every form of opposition? Which individual and 

collective agency are we left with? 

RELAY is accompanied live by audio-visual artist Ofer Smilansky following the original sound design by musician Yann 

Leguay, using amplified stroboscopic lights to produce both sound and lighting for the piece. The flag, bodies, sound, 

and light are treated as co-performers. The audience, too, is part of the ever-evolving force field. Refining the relationship 

between the gaze and all forms of presence is crucial to the composition of a consistent performative body that endures 

over time and is simultaneously a becoming. The flag is a symbol whose material presence in the space, its waving, 

transforms into an incantation that sharpens the senses. 

 
Ula Sickle is a Polish Canadian choreographer and performer based in Brussels, Belgium. From a background in 

contemporary dance, she works across disciplines, drawing from the visual arts or contemporary music. While her work 

takes many forms, she focuses on a choreographic approach to movement and a work on perception and reception, 

specific to the live arts. Her interest in looking for an alternative to the canon of contemporary dance, has led her to 

seek out performers who embody other movement histories. Frequently centered around strong performers, she 

searches for forms of choreographic writing, where the cultural coding and political power of ‘popular’ dancing as a global 

phenomenon can be revealed or where the musicality and materiality of the body itself can take center stage. 

She studied Art History & Semiotics at the University of Toronto and Performance Studies at Paris VIII, before attending 

P.A.R.T.S. Performing Arts Research and Training Studios in Brussels. From 2008-2010 she pursued her interest in film, 
studying at Le Fresnoy, a post-graduate media program in the North of France. In 2017-18 she was artist in residence 

at the Ujazdowski Castle, Center for Contemporary Art in Warsaw and Wiels Arts Center in Brussels. Her recent works 

include RELAY (2018), The Sadness (2020), Echoic Choir (2021) with vocalist Stine Janvin and Holding Present (2023) 

with the Ictus music ensemble. RELAY (unplugged) is the first performance to be included in the Flemish Community Art 

Collection. Ula Sickle has been presented in international theaters and festivals such as Kunstenfestivaldesarts (BE), 

Wiener Festwochen (AT), Donaufestival (AT), CTM Festival (DE), Rewire (NL), Les Rencontres chorégraphiques 

internationales de Seine-Saint-Denis (F), as well as visual arts venues such as Serralves Museum (Porto), Wiels 

(Brussels), Munchmuseet (Oslo), MACBA (Barcelona), Ujazdowski Castle (PL), Kanal / Centre Pompidou Brussels (BE), 

Centre Pompidou Paris (FR). 
www.ulasickle.com 
 

Ula Sickle 
RELAY 

concept, performance, choreography Ula Sickle  
sound concept & design Yann Leguay 

live sound Ofer Smilansky 
performers Ula Sickle, Amanda Barrio Charmelo, Sidney Barnes, Mohamed Toukabri 

production assistance Outline vzw 
created with the support of Nuit Blanche 2018 & Kunstenwerkplaats Pianofabriek, Brussels  

Since 2021, the unplugged version of RELAY is part of the art collection of the Flemish Community (Collectie Vlaamse 
Gemeenschap) 

 

Hole is a format that Xing has been experimenting with since 2022, occupying and activating non-dedicated places as 

a temporary redefinition of a public space. 

 

Partners: Regione Emilia-Romagna, Comune di Bologna. Supported by: Banca di Bologna. Media Partners: Edizioni Zero, 

ATPdiary, NEU Radio. 

http://www.ulasickle.com/


 

 

 

Where 

Hole  44°49'22"N  11°34'57"E  

Salone Banca di Bologna - Palazzo de’ Toschi  

Piazza Minghetti 4/D – Bologna - Italy 

 

Xing info 

Via Ca' Selvatica 4/d – Bologna - Italy 

info@xing.it   

www.xing.it   www.xing.it/event/560/relay 
instagram.com/xing.it   facebook.com/xing.it  

 

Free entrance 

 

Press kit 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/wl892q6j2nyoj9v1kgwzw/ANCXEZMGvGeCp4cDkKiWODw?rlkey=cyrhxvqstpq0jov6xt

pubt4l1&dl=0 
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